
STRETCHED TIMBER

In his final year of Industrial Design at RMIT Melbourne, 
Tate Anson developed a technique to stretch solid timber into 
new and innovative forms, taking a long used material into 
new territory. With a passion for material exploration and 
traditional craftsmanship, Tate utilised the conveniences 
of modern machining technologies and traditional wood 
working techniques, merging the best of both new and old 
manufacturing processes. Utilising the precision and efficiency 
of Water Jet Cutting, intricate patterns are cut into solid 
European Beech timber. A traditional technique, steam 
bending, is then employed to stretch, curve and warp the 
solid timber component into the desired form. 

The Tryst stool, Solaris clock and Rapt pendant lights showcase 
the ‘stretched’ timber manipulation technique in various forms 
and applications, providing not only an elegant and intriguing 
aesthetic, but also, in the case of the Tryst stool a strong 
primary structure capable of supporting considerable weight. 
The technique allows a small amount of solid timber to be 
used to maximum potential, literally making more, from less.

Tate Anson is a Melbourne Industrial Designer with a passion for furniture design and production. 
Driven by an admiration for traditional craftsmanship, Tate merges traditional practices with the 
conveniences of modern machining to explore and develop his innovative range of furniture. Tate 
rarely starts with a form in mind, as the manipulation of a material and exploring the techniques of 
manufacture and production provide the catalyst for his unique designs. Tate has received a number of 
national awards for his work and has exhibited internationally in Milan, with Melbourne Movement at 
the iSalone Satellite as part of the Milan International Furniture Fair, in London at the Habitat Gallery 
Platform as part of the London Design Festival and in the Paris Museum of Modern Art, selected by the 
French design association the VIA (Valorisation of Innovations in Furnishing). He was also featured in the 
Elle Decoration Magazine celebration of their twenty-fifth anniversary, in which twenty-five designers 
from around the world, represented their countries in the ‘Design Tour’ event that was exhibited at 
numerous museums around France in 2012.
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